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Joplin Missouri Tornado 

 

 The year of the Joplin tornado was made into the deadliest year for tornados since 1953, 

where the deadliest tornado hit Flint, Michigan, on June 8, 1953. According to the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, over 1,000 tornadoes spawned in 2011 and within 

those tornadoes 454 were killed. (Eposito ) 

 

 The Joplin tornado touched the ground at the border of the western city limits, it then 

traveled across the entire city, to the eastern city limits and continued on to the City of 

Duquesne, Jasper and Newton Counties. People whom were affected were business and home 

owners in both Jasper and Newton Counties in Missouri. (Onstot) Many structures were lost 

including St. John’s Regional Medical Center in Joplin after it took a direct blow from the 

tornado; four were killed. Patients and staff were all evacuated, as the buildings structural 

integrity weakened from the storm. People who survived were held up in closets, grocery stores, 

and basements, clinging to their loved ones. Cries could be heard from below much of the 

wreckage. Bodies were pulled and line out by crews to help families identify them. (Eposito ) 



 Much of the search and rescue teams were hindered because of the continuing aggressive 

weather, with hail and gusts up to 40 mph. Authorities feared of an explosion because of all the 

gas lines that had been ruptured or broken, which would leave what’s left of Joplin in flames. As 

many as two thousand buildings were destroyed, and up to ten thousand were damaged. 

According to emergency management officials. The insured loss is estimated to be between 1 

billion and 3 billion dollars. (Alden) 

 

 The Joplin tornado touched ground on May 22nd, 2011 at 5:41 pm local time, and lasted 

thirty-two minutes, the tornado was classed as an EF-5. The tornadoes path stretched an entire 

mile, while gaining strength along the way. Over 15,000 vehicles were picked up and thrown, 

some of them for hundreds of yards. The wind brought down trees and power lines, leaving the 

community without basic utilities. (Compton) 

 

 The unemployment rate was 8.9% the year of the Joplin tornado disaster, a year later that 

percentage went down to 6.9%. A forty-five million dollar grant was given to restore the city of 

Joplin. The funds included were to follow a budget, which included more than thirty-one million 

dollars for housing; and 6.5 million dollars for infrastructure needs within the area. The hospital 

and temporary offices will cost nearly one billion dollars, by the time it is finished in 2015. The 

goals of the schools are to return students to permanent facilities by August of 2014. (Joplin 

PDF) The city of Joplin is a very flat environment, allowing easy movement of the tornado. It 

destroyed everything in its way including buildings, cars, power lines, trees, and roads.  



 The reason the Joplin tornado was so devastating was not only the high winds, but the 

manmade property that stood in its path. Ranging from cars, roads, houses, and other man made 

properties. Allowed for the tornado to pick these objects up and throw them around, causing 

even more extensive damage. The tornado lifted 200-300 pound concrete road blocks and threw 

them 60 yards. 

 

 At least 2 tornado sirens went off the first giving up to 20 minutes warning to the citizens 

of Joplin. The first was ignored by many of the residents of Joplin because it was a common 

occurrence, however after the 2nd siren sounded many knew the tornado was going to be bad. 

Because of the delayed response to the siren, many were killed. It’s unfortunate that the warning 

sirens couldn’t have be used more effectively during the Joplin tornado. The only thing that 

could have been done, would be to teach the community more about tornado awareness, but even 

then people would become too comfortable with it not happening. Most look for confirmation 

that the tornado is actually happening, because of all the times it hasn’t happened. 

 

 If a similar tornado were to happen again, I would like to believe that with the recent 

event, it would open people’s eyes to the dangers of these tornados. A tornado should never be 

taken lightly, nor should anything that has the potential to take human lives. Even if the tornado 

were never to hit Joplin, but there was still the risk; everyone should be informed and prepared, 

if at all possible. It is always possible for a tornado to form minutes before it can be forecasted, 



in these cases people should be taught possible signs and or warned as soon as physically 

possible. 

 

 The tornado could have had many possible outcomes, ranging from fires caused from 

lightning striking something, or gas lines rupturing and being ignited. It could have cause dams 

to flood, or break sewer pipes causing massive floods. While this is all happening large hail 

could fall from the sky causing even more damage. 

 

 The Joplin tornado was a catastrophe because of how much destruction was done to 

human property. Most of the city was hit and most of the buildings that were built there were 

damaged or destroyed. The population size of the city was close to fifty thousand people in 

2012, not including people visiting. With more people comes more property, and more risk of 

harm to those people if a natural hazard is to occur. The size of the population of Joplin in 

around 1960 would have been much less, with less property to be destroyed. 

 

 Very little financial planning in case of a tornado of this scale, had been done in the city 

of Joplin Missouri. Warnings were made but were constantly going off, causing most the 

residents to ignore them. As the city is being rebuilt there plans are to allow the community to 

have a voice in the reconstruction of Joplin. Giving each resident a sticky note to write down 

what they believe needs to be done for the future of Joplin. Hopefully in the future Joplin will be 

more prepared for a disaster of this size. 



 There were very little benefits as a cause of the tornado, however the ability to rebuild 

Joplin in safer conditions would be one of them, and another would be the clearing out of bad 

vegetation. However the benefits don’t outweigh the consequences of the disaster. 

 

 Overall the disaster in Joplin Missouri on May 22nd 2011 was terrible. However it has 

given them a chance to re-evaluate their warning system. It has brought the country together to 

help our neighboring states, and has allowed the opportunity for Joplin to make there city a safer 

place form tornadoes. 
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